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Barry Bish has a rich mix of talents. He has painted film sets and theatre sets, houses and boats, and people,
but is happiest working on canvas and board in his studio. “It's a compulsion”, he says. “It's the perfect
pastime for dreamers and romantics: it's not so much the end result as the process of making them”, he
says. “If you enjoy the process of making and you’re genuinely happy with the end result, then it is good art
even if others disagree.”

His work is about a London long-since past, of Teddy Boys, and Pearly Kings and Queens, of riding the
Woolwich Ferry, fairgrounds, old tattoos, cigarette cards, old pubs, foggy nights, and the river, which he sees
from his studio windows - born in Woolwich, Barry says that the river is in his blood.

He applies his paint straight from the tube. “l also use knives, lolly sticks and occasionally cigarette butts.
Usually two or three paintings on the go at one time. It’s a long process. | enjoy the feel of them like visual
braille."

“| am interested in energy and vibrations and by the fact that everything moves, nothing is solid.” Heavy
surfaces ooze with energy, and tension, and vitality; it is as if there is something beneath the surface,
something primal, visceral. “My style is definitely influenced by Vincent van Gogh”, says Barry. “Nothing
stood still, everything shimmered with life!” And there are reminders of Rouault, and Buffet too.

The distinctive palette adds to the sense of nostalgia for a long-gone, long-lost time of things half
remembered or past down, or picked up at the flea market. There is a dream-like quality to the work: it’s
surreal, it has a sense of fantasy. His studio is full of his gently sinister paintings, which owe much to the
fairground of his childhood; to the experiences and characters both real and imagined. “Faces fascinate me,
eyes in particular. | often empathise with the characters and wonder what they might be thinking”, he

says. “I'm often in the paint amongst them. And my work is how | imagine energies to look, or vibrations to
flow.”

Barry spent the majority of the 1990s in Los Angeles, and has his work in the collections of an impressive
array of famous Hollywood celebrities. He exhibited at the Out-Side-In Gallery, on Melrose Avenue, where he
first encountered Folk Art, and later at Gallery 108, Ben Oakley, and Sylvester Fine Arts in London.



